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4 THE STORY OF THE MEDICAL SERVICE - ETO




. Battle Actions

Citations

This is one of a series of G. 1. Stories of the Ground, Air
and Service Forces in the European Theater of Opera
tiuns, issued by the Otientation Branch, Information
and Education Division, ETOUSA... Major General Paul
R. Hawley, Chief Surgeon, Medical Service, ETO, lent of
his cooperation, and basic material was supplied by his 'staff, o
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- injections had alleviated shock, spared possible death,

Sulfa drugs and penicillin had thwarted painful, kl.l.llgg
infection. While the big guns still thundered in the
distance, Sgt. Clarke 1;{ on the operating tableat
the s8th lgield Hospital. Four days later, he was
aboard a hospital train en route to the 48th Genq‘gﬂ
Hospital in Paris where he was tagged ““ Z of 1 ”—Zang
of Interior. He soon would be returned to the Sta;'ﬁg;

Sgt. Clarke’s story is the story of the Medical Depart-
ment. He fell on’ a muddy slope at Mainz-on-the-
Rhine, but he might have fallen with the Airbotpe
beyond the Rhine, in a back alley of Bastogne,' at
Carentan, or on a Normandy beach. Wherever a shot
was fired, Medics stood ready—ready to patch the
wounded and rush them to the doctors, nurses apd
technicians who waited, close behind the lines, to
continue the job. {

While armchair strategists argued whether or not
Africa was the second front, Maj. Gen. Paul R. Hawley,
Chief Surgeon of the European Theater of Operations,
was assembling in England some of the top U. S.
medicine and surgery talent. These specialists became
the sparkplugs of an organization destined to become
the greatest in war time medical history. ath

Starting with one hospital two years prior to D-Day,
the general and his staig developed a vast network of
108 hospital plants in England. Most of these were
1000-bed general and 750-bed station hospitals.

Like hospitals in metropolitan cities, these instaqg,-
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Thus began an organization that was to include
more than 254,000 personnel and 315 fixed and mobile
hospitals by V-E Day. It handled 369,181 battle
casualties in 10 months and an equal number of disease
and non-battle cases. . % _

At the same time, the Medical solved
gqc'ul problems forfthe Air Corps, including flight
inflammation of the cars incurred from high altitude
flying, were studied, improved. In addition, airmen
wounded during combat missions over the Continent
were cared for. ‘

Insisting on precise treatment standards because no
one patient would be handled by the same medical
officer throughout the course of treatment, Gen. Hawley
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iinpitals. More . seriously wounded were moved to
hospitals set up near the port. There, patients were
treated for shock, X-rayed, operated.

_ !Patients remained at these installations until they
tl':ﬁild make the journey inland to general hospitals
where definitive treatment could be administered. The
bver-all procedure was coordinated with train schedules
ard space available in the hospitals.

ARE BORN ON
NORMANDY BEACHES

s the invasion continued in full fury, grim-faced
A\ doughs lashed through enemy fire that spewed
tom cement and steel beach fortresses. When the
fite was so devastating that infantrymen were forced
to take cover,.Medics were the last to take shelter.
Describing a_particularly rugged encouater, a grimy
friortar squad leader said: “It was too hot even
fot the Medics. ”
 Among the first medical units ashore was the 261st
Medical Bn., especially trained for amphibious landings,
making its fourth major invasion in support of an
engineer brigade.

This outfit landed H plus 2, set up its equipment
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T/4 Walter Silva, Fall River, Mass.; T/s William A.
uhn, Maplewood, N. J. All were awarded the

. Bronze Star.

These men were not alone. They were but typical
of the hundreds who worked everywhere along the
sands and in the fields under constant fire. Sixty
hours after landing on' D plus 2, the s1st Field Hospital
had handled more than 1000 casualties. This unit was
one of the first field hospitals ashore and was followed
closely by the 13th, 42nd, 4sth and 47th. The
;?zsth and g1st were the first Evacuation Hospitals in

rance. :

It was a women’s war, too, because nurses came
with them. This was only D lus 4. -As the war
moved inland, stories of bitter g hting and heroism,
in which the Medical Service high, were told.

While waiting on the beach to be evacuated, Infan-
tryman Pfc Alfred Savcie, Conmimicut, R. I, said:
Tt takes plenty of guts to go through what the Medics
are right now. We were 12 miles inland when we
were ambushed and I went down. There was a hot
scrap goinig on but stretcher bearers got to me anyway.
It was a long ‘trip back to the beach—especially for
them. I haven’t any kicks about the trip because
they had to dodge sniper and machine gun nests all
the way. ”

A short distance away, 11 men of the 619th QM
Depot failed to see an Ach - Minen ” sign.
went down from the unexpected blasts. The explo-
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lligged sacks of cement. Later, they pitched tents and
began receiving casualties.

.\ Tents were a temporary measure. As soon as the

work of the Medics was under way, engineers, starting

with the operating rooms, began construction of semi-

permanent huts to replace tents. Treatment of casual-
s went on uninterrupted.

- Then, Gen. Patton’s Third Army broke out of St. Lo
afid streaked across France. edics soon learned
tHere was little damage to buildings suitable for hos-
pitals. Many buildings had been used by the Germans
Fbr similar purposes.

. The 108th General Hospital took over the ultra-
modern Hospital Beaujon 1n Paris just four days after
the Nazis had evacuated, leaving several Canadian
patients behind. Show place of the Luftwaffe for two

ears, the 13-story, American designed structure was

suilt in 1934 as a French civil hospital.

. 'This was hardly typical of hospital plants taken over.

by ;the Americans in France, Belgium and Holland,
however. Often it was necessary to utilize school
buildings and military barracks and to convert them
jtickly into surgically clean, modern, army hospitals.
?l'.he 56th General Hospital in Belgium took over a
location from an enemy horse-drawn artillery unit
afid removed tons of hay and manure from the stables
to transform the installation into an immaculate 1000-bed
hospital. The staff settled down to work through the
dévastating buzz bombings that followed.
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BY the time France was totally liberated and Allied
Armies were well on their way to Berlin, there
was sufficient elbow room on the Continent for the
Medical Service’s 10-link chain of evacuation to func-
tion in all its varieties. '

The basic chain: 33 company aid men (2) litter
bearers (3) battalion aid stations (4) division collecting
and clearing stations (5) field hospitals (6) evacuation
hospitals (7) hospital trains, planes and ships (8) general
hospitals (9) convalescent hospitals (10) general hospitals
in the United States.

Company aid men, litter bearers, ambulance drivers
and battalion aid personnel—all combat Medics—rank
high among the of this war. Tales of their
heroism were recorded daily. To the combat soldier,
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swam directly into the withering fire and towed the
boat to safety.

T/s !ohn Hoglund, Providence, R. 1., wears a

le t and a Bronze Star. While under heavy
fire, this Medic stayed on a bridge site with engineers
for 17 hours, tending their wounds. Using only a pen-
knife and sulfa drugs, he amputated a sstl)?s.icr’s foot.

Col. Mc Fayden, 26th Inf. Div. Chief of Staff, said:
““Combat Medics perform several times a day acts
of valor which performed one time by an infantryman
result in a military award. ”

Pfc R. G. Conway, 379th Inf., wrote the following
which appeared as an editorial in The Stars and Stripes:

The second platoon of Able Co. was flushing out
some bouses in a German town. A call rang out.
““ Medic ! > Out be came, disregarding any danger to
bimself. On both arms be wore the red eross which
was his only weapon. He ran a few feet, then stumbled
and fell. Word passed up and down the line. Soon
everybody knew that we no longer bad a Medic. The
f?: remembered the many times be bhad belped them.

e was cool, calm, and above all, a friend to everyome.
And now he was gone, killed by a shot from a sniper.

Teamed with company aid men were litter bearers,
who also performed ically under many difficulties.
In deep snows of the Hurtgen Forest and Vos
Mountains, they rigged skis on litters, often wam
deep, swift streams with litters high above their heads.
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vﬁldtﬁic: to pick up an injured Canadian seaman.
ing the round trip of more than a mile, he was
in consta: tdﬁi:gtofbeingmshed into the sea. Lavino
was awarded the Soldier’s Medal. .
Forward ambulance drivers transported patients
either to field or evacuation hospitals. ~ Field hospitals,
compact mobile units working under tents, primarily
were concerned with severely wounded, non-trans-
portable cases. These units worked as far forward as
a division clearing company to bring surgery closer
to the battlefield. '

To relieve unexpected strains on field and ef&
" hospitals, special surgical teams, working out of auxil-
jary surgical group %x;amrs, rushed in to care
for certain types of wounds. Each team had its spe-
cialty: orthopedic, thoracic, neurosurgical.

Maj. Tansley and his team, after following in the
wake of the fighting forces, were ordered to relieve

ressure on a field gosgital during the Battle of the
ulge. The major didn’t return to headquarters, but,
as a PW, he cared for 250 wounded Americans impri-
soned at Heppenheim. He worked with Capt.
W. Merrill, Berkeley, Calif.

Making the hazardous glider flight to Bastogne to
give medical care to the wounded of the 1015t Airborne
were Maj. Lamar Soutter, Boston; Capt. Edward
Zinschlag, St. Louis; Capt. Henry M. Hi ,Trlr., Towa
~ City; Capt. Foy Moody, Corpus Christi, Tex.; Sgt.
John Knowles, St. Joseph, Mo.; T/3 Jack Donahue,
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